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P ROGRAMME.
Dedication Hervice

2 O'eLoeK.

S g MUSIC, Offertory.

PASSUMPSIC, VT., INVOCATION, by the PASTOR.

ANTHEM, “I have surely built Thee a house.”

@ﬂur@c]ag, éurze Q@, ‘]89(5, SCRIPTURE READING,

Rev. H. M. DoucLas, St. Johnsbury.

PRAYER, REv. MR. SERVICE, Barnet.
AT 2 O'CLOGK, P. M.

MUSIC, Hymnal, 615.

SERMON, Rev. R. L. OLps, Newport.

DEDICATORY PRAYER,

Rev. A. N. WoobrurF, East Hardwick.

Notice the kerosene chandelier and light by the pulpit in the “new sanctuary

12

MUSIC, Hymnal, 610.

COLLECTION.

REPORT OF BUILDING COMMITTEE.
ADDRESSES.

ANTHEM, “Arise, O Lord, into thy rest.
BENEDICTION.

7.30 O'CLOECK.

SONG SERVICE, 15 minutes.

ADDRESSES. MUSIC.

@lose ad (ibitum.

PRAYER.



1916 Post card of Passumpsic Village, notice the steeple of the “new” church ioraiddit
the old church still up on the hill.(card from the collection of Bruce Filgate)
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A
Chronicle
Of
Passumpsic Community Baptist Church

1987-2011
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| would preface this story of the Passumpsic Community Baptist Church g sbhgt, while
gathering information and getting ready to write many individuals navees mentioned. Each of
these members and friends of the church deserved recognition. | then remdnoberagt own
association with Passumpsic Community Baptist Church so many other worthipuwonsrwhose
names did not appear. | think of those who quietly did so much — cleaned, mended broken pews,
shoveled snow, planted & tended flowers, and did so many other everyday and unusuab tasks - t
make the church a beautiful welcoming place to worship. Since | cannot name aleajdbds
servants of the Lord, | will not name individuals. | will name Pastors and émeiliés since their
tenure is like mileposts along the road the church takes to fulfill its mission.

Joyce Salt Racenet
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1987 was a year of transition. Pastor Milton Walton completed a thorough history of the
church to be used for the I7&nniversary of Passumpsic Community Baptist Church. This year also
marked the 78 anniversary of the Mason — Sparrow Club.

After Pastor Steve & his wife Kathy Jewett left, the parsonage fgaeéft. The church
workers renovated the upstairs bathroom and repainted the interior walls ofsthieag@. There
were a number of projects done this year to improve the church building. The chwectrisad!
system was upgraded, smoke alarms and fire extinguishers weredstall

Kenneth and Louise Nelson and their family moved into the
parsonage as he started his ministry here at Passumpsic.

In 1988 the Vermont Baptist State Convention merged with
the New Hampshire State Convention. The church would miss the
paternal assistance of our own state convention but the merger made
financial sense and would foster a closer relationship with our New
Hampshire neighbors.

The cost of heat and electricity for the church and parsonage
prompted an investment in “heat proofing” the parsonage and
basement by adding more adequate insulation. The Mason — Sparrow Club sponsored Rummage
Sales, Bake Sales, Strawberry Socials, a Stanley Party and Chrigdizesar to help pay for these
improvements.

During 1989 the parsonage improvements were paid for. The church drivewaledsanil
leveled. Pastor Nelson became active in the plan to turn the Passumpsic Aquedutio8gs to the
fire district so that the system would qualify for state and federal fundihg.syistem needed to be
in compliance with state and federal regulations.

There was a lot going on in the church at that time. An adult Bible Sunday Schoolwas be
social gatherings were frequent and the active youth group held a sleddyngigart and visited
the state house. They also prepared a play for the Christmas Program and ladrttig Mhursday
Program.

Pastor Nelson tendered his resignation in 1990. This was the beginning of a lohdmsearc
new pastor. It was a time of considerable soul searching about the direction thenemated to
take. PCBC wanted to be a leader in the community, to
maintain membership and Christian Mission.

Misfortune in the form of fire displaced the
Bigelow Family and they occupied the parsonage while
their new home was built.

In 1991 Gary and Janet Staats came to minister.

Our Small church was fortunate to have the Staats come
to us. It was comforting to have a sense of continuity.
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In addition to a regular Bible Study and Adult Sunday School Pastor Staats t&ugakeclass and
introduced us to Rev G. Sampurna Rao a former Seminary student of his. Pastor &&hurah
planting ministry in his home country of India - Star Ministries, it has sixctias; a medical clinic
and a ministry to widows and orphans. He has visited Passumpsic nearly yearlyesined times
bringing his family.

On February 9, 1992 Gary Staats was installed as our new pastor. There meveonka
days at this time to upgrade the parsonage. The staircases were replatedckimg done,
improvements to the kitchen, re-wiring and exterior painting done.

In November Pastor Staats resigned and a new pastoral search
began. The church needed leadership and respite which came when
Rev. Carlyle Smith and his wife Helen became the interim pastor on
February 3, 1993. The Mason — Sparrow Club continued its good
work and there was an active youth group and Sunday School during
this time.

In 1993 the Steeple Repair Fund was established in an effort to
keep the whole church building in good shape. Again the barn sales,
food sales etc. helped to fill the coffers for this work. The Church
library had a thorough cleaning; organizing and cataloging of the
resources stored there. Improvements to the library included new

shelves and more accessible materials to be used by the church membership.

Clifford LaForge came to Passumpsic as an interim pastor in
November 1994. There were 142 members of the church - 57 active
members and 85 inactive members. During this time we rebuilt the
steeple. The search for a pastor continued. This was a difficult time
when faithful members served generously, often wearing “many hats”
to keep the church united. Even though the Staats and LaForges were
most helpful so many changes were difficult and continuity was
disrupted.

On July 16,1995 John Somers became the pastor of Passumpsic Community Baptist Church.
Wednesday evening Bible Study and prayer meetings continued to
be a part of the regular church activities. THeABinual Study &
Fellowship Week (led by Dr. Gary & Janet Staats) and a Semi-
annual “All Around Christianity” (led by Dr. Steve Jewett)
highlighted 1996. Sunday School (30 youngsters and 6 adults) and
Vacation Bible School flourished. We did hope for more teens to
be involved in these activities.
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During 1997 the above activities continued. Unfortunately a problem with the furnace
necessitated a thorough cleaning of the church and again repairs neededde beth@parsonage.
Since Pastor Somers and his family owned their own home the parsonage wastiteth

Mason — Sparrow Club continued its faithful work. In November they had the first Memory
Tree fund drive and dedication. The wonderful support of so many friends of Passumpsic
Community Baptist Church provided much needed assistance for many projects. Thenasur
very grateful for all those who “have a soft spot” in their hearts for thishhur

In 1998 & 1999 it became apparent that the church needed a new furnace. A new hot water
boiler system with base board heating was installed and the front entrancehortiehad a ramp
and the old wooden doors replaced with metal doors and insulation added to the walls of the church.
Serious thought was given to the need for foundation and basement improvements in order to mee
state fire regulations and the old fire escape needed to be replaced. Theg &enh and major
improvements which will require major fund raising and careful planning. Tene 43 active
members and 85 inactive members of the church at this time.

It had become the regular practice of the church to designate elfe®yttlay” offering to
missions. The missions which the church helped to support included: Pastor Sam ini¢kdia; R
Knights helping at Wycliffe’s SIL in AZ; World Missions; America for @tr One Great Hour of
Sharing and other ABC projects.

The year 2000 rolled around and activities continued at the church. The Sunday School and
Mason Sparrow Club thrived. The church had an all church picnic at Joe’s Pond on Junin 25
2001 Pastor John Somers resigned and again the church
searched for leadership. John & Ginny Young took over
pastoring on August 26, 2001. They traveled from
Boscawen, NH to Passumpsic to spend part of each week
here and to conduct the Sunday Services.

The Mason — Sparrow Club had taken on a new
“fund raiser”. The club members and other church
members served coffee and refreshments on three
weekends at the Waterford Welcome Center. This effort
raised $2213.54 that year which enabled the club to donate
to the church for fuel, foundation fund, painting of the
church & parsonage and missions.

In 2002 major repairs were made as the south side of the church roof needed to bdegk-shing
and the entire parsonage roof was re-shingled. Serious inquires about repaitiaig&oegtass
windows and repairs to the church basement disclosed what seemed like impossibl&2®490
for the windows alone. The church planned to gather more information on both projects.

38



John & Ginny Young were able to spend their time in Passumpsic at the parsonage. Many
activities were held in the parsonage. An unhappy situation with the neighbors on thekouth (
claimed the south lawn belonged to them) made for uncomfortable occurrences. Thepobperty
was surveyed and a certified letter sent to them which Passumpsic ComBaptist Church
sincerely hopes will make for a more pleasant and neighborly relationship.

Some work needed to be done on the church foundation because a stream of water was
keeping the basement constantly damp. In 2004 the church hired an architect to helpdeithilthe
of the foundation project. The church did not want to incur a debt for the project. They decided to
repair the foundation keeping the option open to build a room there if that facility wasineede
future. The Mason — Sparrow Club and other church members worked tirelessly onesgrd sal
Waterford Rest Area refreshments, Christmas Bazaar and other fung pigiects to augment the
$3700 already raised for the foundation project.

In 2005 the foundation project began to become a reality. The final plan was to teplace
foundation walls and do any needed structural repairs, lay a crushed rocknfitat;sturdy exit
doors. The sidewalk was removed and the driveway and parking area widened. Thedstista
$38,650 seemed huge but the project was started.

In 2006 Pastor John Young was instrumental in coordinating and overseeing the replacement
of the foundation project. From June 12 though August church services moved to the parsonage to
accommodate the construction. The church had $70,800 available and needed to borrow $12,000 tc
complete all the needed work. Fire regulations forced the church to build alfeedalose the
stairway into the upstairs room and build a new fire escape. All of this was tedgleing the
summer and fall. As a result made the upstairs room legally useable again fachdation and
driveway improvements made the church building sturdy and functional. There werev84adti
91 inactive members at this time.

Even though much money was needed here the church continued to support its missions and
added bequest to Pastor Sam’s son, Jeffery and daughter Robbie to help them on cuolteyy, se
and Medical school expenses.

In 2006 we became fully involved in the foundation project.
From June 12 though August church services moved to the
parsonage to accommodate the construction. The church had
$70,800 available and needed to borrow $12,000 to complete all
the needed work. Fire regulations forced the church to build a
firewall and close the stairway into the upstairs room and build a
new fire escape. All of this was completed during the summer and
fall. As a result made the upstairs room legally useable again and
the foundation and driveway improvements made the church
building sturdy and functional. There were 34 active and 91
inactive members at this time.
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Since weather in January is not always cooperative the business meetif@amgeddo on or
before the second weekend in October in the hope that more people could attend the aringal meet

John and Ginny Young concluded their ministry here Aug 27, 2006. Age, health and weather
conditions were making it difficult for them to drive here each week.

Pastor Steve Clark filled the pulpit frequently for the
remainder of 2006 while the search committee began the process of
finding a new pastor. Former pastor Steve Jewett & his wife Kathy
shared pictures of their church’s work in Romania and invited
people here to join their mission.

A fund to restore/repair the stained glass windows had been
growing for several years and in 2007 the Advisory Board sought
estimates for the project. The first window was completed in 2008 and two diffedemtuals have
been contracted to do the work. Our hope is to have all the stained glass windows completed by ou
September 2011 Bicentennial.

The church called Pastor Steve and his wife Lori Clark to fill the pulpit. dbegpted but
after three months found they were not able to do this either full or part timerdgshei
commitment was to Covered Bridge Ministries. During their time withastdP Steve oversaw the
replacement of the old Plexi-glass outer window coverings with Lexanacoylerings bringing
new light into the church.

During the long search for a new pastor lay leadership within the churchtifidepulpit
ending in September 2009 with Pastor David Abbott and his family at the helm.

Over the years we have continued to proclaim the good
news of Christ through our support of local and foreign missions
with church members participating in special projects. As this
chronicle is compiled Pastor Sam’s son Jeffery has completed
seminary and returned to minister with his father in India and his
daughter is in her final year of Medical School before her
internship begins.

As we celebrate our 280anniversary the Mason —
Sparrow Club celebrates is ¥bgear by continuing its
worthwhile labors. The Sunday School and Youth Groups have
diminished but the hope remains that growth will come in these
areas. There are 30 active members and 89 inactive members of
the church body at this time.
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THE MASON -SPARROW CLUB

by Joyce Racenet

History shapes the present and future of nafipeoples, groups of people and
individuals. It is important to know about and ursland the beginnings and early
experiences which shape us. On December 5, 19l ,Bfdace Mason, who was the wife
of the minister of the Passumpsic Church, formath the members of her young ladies
Sunday School class, a club. The purpose of Qvis®n's club was to offer some social
activity for the ladies of the church. The clulogwered and served to generate interest in
the church for these young women who attendedadbials and the summer Picnic.

1918 gathering of the women'’s club

As the original members matured, so alsoluédclub. These young women, many
of them now wives, met with a more serious purptsegelp one another and the church.
The church served at this time for a meeting placenost of the village activities. It was
centrally located and the vestry could be heatsteethan the Grange Hall. The church
consisted of three rooms: the high vaulted sangtilae vestry, and the library. There
were wooden roll-up doors separating the sanctamadythe vestry.
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The members of the Grace Mason Club contirinieid meetings inviting new
women residents of the village and surrounding togain them. This practice made
women of the area feel welcome in the church aond soought whole families within the
church circle. These meetings sometimes encompéssdetter part of a day, starting at
10:30 — 11:00 a.m. and continuing until 4:00 p.whgen the children of the members were
dismissed from school. Many quilts were tied ia #estry on cold days while the wood
stove in the southeast corner of the room kepitembers and the coffee warm. Since
there was no running water in the church, sandwieme water for coffee were brought
from home, no mean task when traveling by horsebaiggdly or on foot.

In 1930 the depression descended on the countrgratite village of Passumpsic.
The members of the Grace Mason Club were not srarig frugality. They continued to
help one another with quilting and they reachedotielp those in the village area who
were in need. Many of the quilts they fashionadhfibtheir way to the homes of fire
victims and the needy.

At this time the club had an enterprising presigbtis. William Sparrow. She was
tall, imposing, and sometimes a formidable womaih &n unforgettable laugh. A
woman with visions and dreams, Bertha Sparrow mieatuirn these dreams into reality,
The nation might be foundering but this club wondd. She sometimes gave the
chairman of each committee $1.00 with instructitmsee how many times that $1.00
could be multiplied. The ingenuity of these womeas amazing, and the committees
would turn back $10.00, $20.00 and sometimes eB6r0P earned from card parties,
quilt raffles, or sale of some useful items.

The ladies of the club had long been talking alaottom in which they could have
suppers and meetings---a social room. They wahiedo be in the church where the
whole community could benefit. At this time thesbands of the club members came to
the front. Mr. William Sparrow, a deacon and chibrector in the church (who could
silence the giggling girls in the back row of thet with one withering look), supported
the idea of a social room, as did most of the dnamembers. Mr. George Quimby, a
local carpenter, a member of the church and thbangof Irma Quimby (club member),
was consulted. In the final analysis the churatidil to build the social room over the
vestry. Mr. Quimby built the room with the smailidhen which became known as "the
social room." Mr. Sparrow furnished the lumber &hd Rupert Salt, husband of Grace
Salt (club member) built the tables for the roawirs. Sparrow bought a small wood
stove with four small immers and an oven largeugihato hold one pie. Now the men's
work was done and the women's begun.
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The Grace Mason Club started having suppers toreaney to finish paying for the
room and to furnish the kitchen. Church suppersimecfrequent and joyfully anticipated
village events. Mr. Sparrow had to cut especitiy 10-inch wood for the stove and
carried it up from the cellar for the ladies fockaupper. Since the church still had no
running water, he also carried up two milk cansvafer for each supper.

With no ready cash in those trying economic times wonders how the ladies
managed to purchase silverware and dishes fongutti suppers. The answer is
simple—each member of the club did some seriouss&arching as she scanned her
cupboards at home and contributed those itemshtigatould spare. Older members of
the church can still find many familiar objectsle cupboards and drawers upstairs. As
the club earned money it purchased new items tplsoent the rather motley collection
of utensils, dishes, and silverware. Eventualig, little wood stove was replaced by the
gas stove which still serves in the kitchen. Mus a vast improvement on warm
evenings for both diners and workers.

The ladies, of course, needed water upstairs whnalye course, they had installed.
For years the church had needed a restroom, atehesers of Sunday and Bible
Schools, the Grace Mason ladies rallied forth ag@a@arn money for this much needed
facility.

Mr. Frank Hastings, husband of Ellen Hastings (chdmber) built the small Sunday
School tables and the club purchased small chairthé Sunday School. One would
think that by the 1950's the Grace Mason Club mesnweuld have retired from active
duty. Not so. Although many of them were now granthers, they continued to earn
money which, by this time, most church members koewld be counted on as a back log
in church emergencies.

After the death of Mrs. William Sparrow in 1951etGrace
Mason Club voted to change its name to honor #uyg ivho had
served so faithfully as president and done so mutththem.
The name of the club since then has been the M@parrow
Club. The work of these faithful women's handsvsrywhere
around us. One needs only to look to see evidenes/where
within these church walls and around the commuoifityeir love
and devotion to good works. They have suppliethftioeir
funds and the work of their hands our White Crasstas for
many years.

Mrs. Bertha Sparrow
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Within the sanctuary we see the rug on the flaowlhich they contributed from club
funds. The draperies covering the roll-up dodrs,re-upholstering of the pulpit
furniture, the cushions in the pews, the flags phipit Bible, the organ light, and the
church clock are all gifts of the Mason-SparrowlCIrhe curtains in the social room and
vestry, the choir robes and wardrobe, one coffaethe electric heater, the kitchen
exhaust fan, $1,500 toward the church storm windewsartificial Christmas tree, and
even the jolly old man’s suit, simply because treatbers felt these items were needed.

For many years the Mason-Sparrow Club has give® $18200 each year toward
heating oil for the church, bought the gas as & m@eded for the stove and water heater.
They also supported the Sunday School at one thddnave since subsidized both the
Sunday School and the Bible School when they wereeed of funds.

In 1984, the group decided to become the Masonr@pakmerican Baptist Women
to recognize in name the fact that the women had being American Baptist Women'’s
mission work for many years. Since then the gioagpadded some new members and
sparked some new interest. They gave $4,200 tdgpdlge new wiring in the church,
money carefully tended by Treasurer Arlene Desnacfrem a fund given the club many
years ago. Fuel assistance continues, as well asyno help with repairs to the
foundation of the Church and water damage to thiddén An interest in outside missions
has produced sweaters for Thailand and medicirteebdor Mexico and Puerto Rico.
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Grace Salt at her @irthday Celebration A few Mason — Sparrow members ready to serve:
Florence Meigs, Betty (Urie) Bunnell, Joyce (Salt)
Racenet & Pauline (Morrison) Urie.

Mason — Sparrow Club at Grace Salts Kay (Shores) Young
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